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FRIENDS’ BOOK GROUP
All are welcome!
Join the Friends’ Book Group to discuss
Washington Black, by Esi Edugyan. Mark your calendar
for Wednesday, March 18, at 2:00 p.m. in the Library
Meeting Room.

LITTLE FREE LIBRARY
Have you visited the newest Little Free Library
yet? It is located in the newly installed playground at
Mindowaskin Park and the books there are only for
children. We were able to save books from the recent
book sale to keep it stocked.
Our volunteers monitor all seven of the Little
Libraries and are assigned a two-week period during
which they are asked to visit each Little Library at least
once and restock them as necessary with books available
for that purpose from the library. It takes about an hour
and can be done any time during the two week
assignment, at the volunteer’s convenience.
It is that time of year when we are creating the
list of volunteers for 2020 who will monitor the Little
Libraries so the people of Westfield can continue to
enjoy reading. Please volunteer by emailing your name
and contact information to info@fwmlnj.org.

BOOK SALE 2020
Save the Dates

The year is 1830, and eleven year old George
Washington Black is a field slave on a Barbados sugar
plantation. Everything changes when he is chosen to be
the manservant of his master's brother, a naturalist,
inventor and abolitionist. Wash’s place in his world is
never predictable, and the novel has many elements of a
19th-century adventure story.
A Top Ten Book of the Year from The New York
Times and a finalist for the Man Booker Prize.

The SpringBook Sale is scheduled for April 28
through May 2, 2020 with set up and preparation
starting April 22 and restoration and cleanup ending
May 6, 2020. Volunteers are needed, in two-hour
blocks, for a variety of tasks, including room
preparation, signage, book intake and triage, sorting and
shelving, customer support, cashiering, and room
breakdown.
Be a part of a great Westfield community event,
meet new friends, and help support the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library! If you are interested,
please email your contact information (phone number
and email address) to info@fwmlnj.org. You can also
watch our website, fwmlnj.org for more information as
the Book Sale nears. We look forward to hearing from
you!

DON’T MISS OUT ON A NEWSLETTER
Every quarter we publish The Friends newsletter,
just like the one you are reading right now. The next
one will be in March. Many of you receive the newsletter
via email. To ensure you don't miss an issue please look
out for an email with a title similar to “Friends of WML
Spring Newsletter” with a sender address of
info@fwmlnj.org.
Sometimes an email ends up in a Spam, Junk or
Social folder depending on what email service you use.
Please be sure to check those from time to time. The
newsletters are also available on the website under the
“My Membership” section. Once a newsletter is
published we will post it here for future reference.
If you receive a newsletter via postal mail and
would like to switch to email please let us know at
info@fwmlnj.org.

MESSAGE FROM THE CO-PRESIDENTS
Suzanne O'Rourke and Jerry Skotnicki
As we enter the new decade, be on the lookout
for our new membership campaign. In addition, save
the dates for a number of special activities including the
Hale Speakers, our Annual Trip to Broadway, and the
Spring Book Sale.
Best wishes for a healthy and happy New Year.

FRIENDS AROUND TOWN
This year the Friends participated in the 2nd
Annual
Pugley's
Trunk-or-Treat
as
part
of
AddamsFest. The event welcomed hundreds of kids
dressed in costume as they Trick-or-Treated around
over 30 various local businesses and organizations.
When passing by the Friends’ table kids enjoyed
the reading skeleton and loved seeing some of the
favorite storybook characters as pumpkins.
Many thanks to the Children’s Area Librarians
who loaned us their renditions of Clifford the Dog,
Harry Potter and Captain Underpants. Parents
frequently commented on how much their families
enjoy the library. It was a fun way to celebrate
Halloween with some of our youngest Friends.

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
Two Westfield School District employees have
been named second-time recipients of scholarships from
The Friends of the Library.

Rachel Kennedy, school library media
specialist at Franklin Elementary, will use the funds to
cover tuition for a Rutgers course that is part of a
program in which Kennedy will earn a certificate in
educational technology. Kennedy, whose work includes
instructing students in subjects related to techology,
previously won a Friends’ scholarship for a grant-writing
course.
Gillian D’Ambrosio works as a
paraprofessional in the Westfield schools and last year
was awarded scholarship funds to cover a course in the
Master of Information S cience program at Rutgers. The
second scholarship will be used toward her spring
semester costs. D’Ambrosio, who has worked as a
journalist, plans on becoming “a librarian who can
nurture a love of literature and reading among
children.”
The Friends of the Library offer scholarships to
Westfield residents or those working in Westfield.
Recipients must be enrolled in credit-bearing courses
tied to library-related work/study. Applications are
available in the library foyer or by contacting the
scholarship
chairman,
Dr.
Tina
Lesher,
at
tinalesher@verizon.net.

Time to Renew your
Membership
As we ring in the New Year, it’s
time to renew or join the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library for another
year of providing programming and
services to the community.

It can’t be done with you!

Great Friends Make
Great Libraries!!!!!

If you cannot attend an opera you may exchange
the ticket through the Met subscription office (without
a fee!), sell it to someone else or return it to the ticket
office before the performance for a tax-deductible
donation to the Met. The opera group maintains a
“Standby List” of people who have expressed an interest
in buying tickets for individual operas. If you are
interested in participating as subscriber or a Standby
and would like more information about the upcoming
season, please contact Ulf Dolling at 908-347-3563 or
uhdoll@aol.com.
For a try-out you may join the ‘Standby List’
now and contact me, or ask for a single ticket(s) for any
of the remaining performances and I will secure them
based on availability.

Remaining 2019-20 Operas -- Wed 5 Series
Dec.18
Jan. 2
Feb. 19
Mar. 18

JOIN THE FWML MET OPERA GROUP FOR
THE 2020-21 SEASON!
REGISTRATION FOR THE COMING SEASON
WILL OPEN IN FEBRUARY
The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library are
thrilled to once again sponsor a Wednesday evening
subscription series to the Metropolitan Opera at Lincoln
Center in New York City. For as little as $30 a night plus
bus fare you can experience one of the best opera houses in
the world. With this subscription you save at least 15% over
the regular ticket prices. Transportation is conveniently by
charter bus from Westfield to Lincoln Center.
For logistical reasons we have to sell complete Wed-5
subscriptions. However, you have an option to share a
subscription with a friend or other participants and still enjoy
the 15% discount on subscription ticket prices. Alternatively,
you can sign up for one whole subscription and change one or
more operas to other ones on the list (e.g. double them) to
enjoy them together with a friend or spouse. I will assist in
matching the sharing participants and in any ticket
exchange.

Apr. 1
May 6

THE QUEEN OF SPADES
(Tchaikovsky)
LA DAMNATION DE FAUST
(Berlioz)
Concert Performance
LE NOZZE DI FIGARO
(Mozart)
DER FLIEGENDE HOLLANDER
(Wagner)
MADAMA BUTTERFLY
(Puccini)
KAT’A KABANOVA
(Janacek)

HALE SPEAKER SERIES 2020
Mark your calendars. The dates and speakers for
the 13th Annual Hale Speaker Series have been set.
We begin on March 18 with Robert Wendel,
Westfield’s Town Historian. He will help us celebrate
Westfield’s 300th Anniversary by speaking about our
town’s Revolutionary War homes. On May 13 Judge
John Boyle will look back on his years as a New Jersey
Superior Court Judge, Best Lawyer in America, and as an
influential citizen of our town. On October 7 artist
Ricardo Roig, creator of the new Westfield circle
mural, will share his success story from Westfield public
school art teacher to owner of several galleries featuring
his art and prints. Finally on November 4 Aimee
Nuzzo, former TV journalist and anchor, will share
how she has gone from ”on camera” to behind the
camera as the owner of a video production company.
The talks, hosted by the Friends, will be held in
the Westfield Memorial Library Meeting Room at 7:00
p.m.

The Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library Annual Bus Trip
Lunch – Serafina Restaurant Broadway and West 55th Street
West Side Story – Broadway Theater

Wednesday, April 1, 2020
Established in 2004, and featuring rustic Italian
fare that wets the appetite, Serafina Broadway
prepares the freshest pastas, pizzas and meats
that are unparalleled in Midtown Manhattan.

Serafina Broadway is the restaurant of choice
for theater goers, neighborhood locals and
seasoned Italian food enthusiasts.

After dining at Serafina, we will walk to
the nearby Broadway Theater to view

West Side Story, the award-winning
adaptation of the classic romantic
tragedy, "Romeo and Juliet". This show
is the most eagerly awaited production
of the new season.
Reserve your space today. The cost of the trip is $190. Checks are due by February 1, 2020 and should be made
payable to: Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library 550 East Broad Street Westfield, NJ 07090 ATTN: Friends’
Trip. Your check will save your seat. The bus will leave the parking lot promptly at 10AM. We expect to arrive
back to the library about 6PM. Please do not park in the library’s parking lot. Any questions, please email:
info@fwmlnj.org
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